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With the primary election just over two weeks away, the Governor has thrown a curve ball into the mix 

by calling for a special session the following week.  As of now the legislature is preparing to come into 

session on May 21, per the Governors request.  They had already been scheduled to meet for interim 

committees and legislative task forces beginning the following day (22nd), so how this interrupts that 

work should be interesting. 

The session is being called to address inequities in small business taxes that the Governor pointed out 

when she signed SB 1528 earlier this month.  When signing that bill, which raises taxes on small business 

owners by about $250 million annually, she acknowledged that certain small business owners which 

were left out of the tax cut in 2013 would again be asked to pay more.  Her proposed fix is a $15 million 

annual reduction for the smallest of the small business owners, sole proprietors.  Essentially giving back 

one dollar for every fifteen taken away by signing SB 1528.   For this she will likely claim to be “friendly” 

to small businesses. 

The interesting thing about a special session, is that while the Governor can call them into session, it 

takes a majority vote in each chamber to end the session.  As I write this I have already heard many 

rumors of deals being made to get the votes needed to pass her bill, or just get out of the session.  

Either of these is the recipe for disaster.  What else ends up on the trade list I don’t know, but rest 

assured it won’t benefit NAIFA members or their clients. 

As a legislator, I served in 6 special sessions and only 1 of those was the smooth 1-day session that 

everyone hopes for.  The longest lasted 19 days and that is what can happen when the details are not 

worked out prior to the calling of the session.  I would have thought this Governor and Senate President 

Courtney, who are veterans of all those 6 sessions plus more, would have worked out the details well in 

advance. 

Election day is May 15th.  You should have received a ballot be now.  If you haven’t received it, I suggest 

checking with your county election office to find out why.  There are many contested primary races for 

the legislature across the entire state.  Hopefully all members have done their homework, met the 

various candidates and are now helping to get the best ones elected.  Remember this is the time to get 

to know your legislators so later it is much easier to ask them to support your issues. 

DON’T FORGET TO VOTE BY MAY 15TH. 

 

  


